Health-related quality of life and intellectual functioning in children in remission from acute lymphoblastic leukaemia.
To evaluate the health-related quality of life (HRQOL) and intellectual functioning of children in remission from acute lymphoblastic leukaemia (ALL). Children and adolescents treated for ALL (n = 40; mean age 11.8 years, range 8.5-15.4) and healthy controls (n = 42; mean age 11.8, range 8.11-15.0) were assessed through a cross-sectional approach using the Pediatric Quality of Life inventory (PedsQL) 4.0 and the Wechsler Intelligent Scale for children-III (WISC-III). Children and adolescents treated for ALL reported on average significantly lower HRQOL compared to healthy controls: the mother's proxy-report showed significantly lower HRQOL for their children, as did the father's proxy-report, measured by the PedsQL 4.0 Total Scale and Psychosocial Health Scale. Intellectual functioning as measured by the WISC-III Full Scale IQ was below that of the control group, but still within the normal range. Significant differences found between children treated for ALL and their control group for the PedsQL Psychosocial Health Scale may indicate that the complex illness-treatment experience can make children more vulnerable with regard to psychosocial sequels, in spite of otherwise satisfactory physical and intellectual functioning. Follow-up programs that target the psychosocial health of children in remission from ALL should be implemented.